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Abstract 
I am concerned with the institutional identity of peoples that 

are to become subject of a recognition policy. Of course, these 

peoples need not be confined to just those who already are 

sovereign political entities. As nations without states, 

Quebeckers, Catalonians and Scots must (constitutionally and 

institutionally, and not merely verbally) be recognized as 

peoples. I also wish to argue that peoples need not even be 

organized with already existing political institutions such as a 

federated state, a quasi federated state, a political 

organisation after a devolution of powers, a canton, a land, a 

province, or even a reserve. Like the Acadian people, they may 

fail to have any political institutions at all. So peoples need 

not be able to exercise internal self-determination prior to the 

recognition policy, if by «internal self-determination», one 

wishes to suggest having some political control (through 

political institutions) over more basic institutions. The minimal 

institutional requirements that would justify a recognition 

policy are those that would minimally guarantee the integrity of 

the identity of a people. These are, for instance, a shared 

language, rituals, ceremonies, costumes, spokes persons, flags, 

anniversaries, a territory or a shared history. Moreover, for 

recognition to be justified toward peoples, we need not conceive 

their institutions as providing a wide context of choice, and 

thus a rich internal cultural diversity, for they may play also 

an important role in securing cultural diversity across the 

globe, that is, in favouring external cultural diversity. Peoples 

do not have intrinsic value, but they do have instrumental value 

if they serve to achieve internal or external cultural diversity. 

So a people offering a very limited context of choice and having 

a very low level of internal self-determination may still be the 

subject of a recognition policy.   
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